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Dear 4-H Scholar,
Congratulations for receiving a 2020 Texas 4-H Foundation Opportunity
Scholarship. This year you are one of 218 scholars who will receive over 2.4 million
dollars. We are proud of your success and we wish you the best as you enter your
collegiate career. This all would not have been possible without the support of
our donors who have committed their financial resources to help build the
mission and values of our Texas 4-H programs. Take a moment to thank your
donors. Their contribution allows you to become the leaders of tomorrow.
As a recipient of a Texas 4-H Foundation Opportunity Scholarship you must meet
certain requirements to keep your scholarship in good standing. This handbook is
designed to help you understand your responsibilities as a scholar recipient.
If you have any questions about your scholarship, please call the Texas 4-H
Foundation office at 979-845-1213.
Sincerely,
David White
Executive Director
Texas 4-H Youth Development Foundation

CONTACT INFORMATION
For questions or concerns about your scholarship, please contact:
Texas 4-H Youth Development Foundation
Office Hours: Monday through Friday 8 am -12 pm and 1 pm - 5 pm

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 11020
College Station, TX 77842

Physical Address:
1470 William D. Fitch Pkwy, Ste 118
College Station, TX 77845

Phone: (979) 845-1213
Fax: (979) 862-4561

E-Mail: 4hscholarships@ag.tamu.edu
Website: www.texas4hfoundation.org
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TEXAS 4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM POLICIES
In order to accept and maintain a Texas 4-H Scholarship, each scholar is required to provide documentation and
information to the Texas 4-H Youth Development Foundation (hereinafter referred to as “Foundation”) and their
donor at the conclusion of the fall and spring semesters. Please read this section with the utmost care and attention
to ensure that the status of your scholarship will not be jeopardized.
1 GENERAL POLICIES
1.1 ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS
For the duration of the scholarship, the scholar must enroll in and pass a minimum of 12 credit hours each
fall and spring semester at an accredited Texas college or university. Failure to maintain the minimum hours
will result in probation (see section 3.2).
1.2 ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS
Scholars must maintain a minimum grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale each semester. However,
if you are a recipient of the Volunteer Leaders Association of Texas scholarship, you must maintain a
minimum 2.7 GPA on a 4.0 scale. Scholars cannot substitute grades from previous semesters with new grades
for the same course. Failure to maintain the minimum GPA will result in probation (see section 3.2).
1.3 SCHOLARSHIP RESTRICTIONS
All 4-H Scholarships can be organized into 4 main categories. Below are these categories which have specific
restrictions for the scholars:
• Baccalaureate - Scholars must maintain a major that will lead to the attainment of a bachelor’s degree
at an accredited Texas college or university throughout the duration of the scholarship.
• Technical - Scholars must maintain a field of study that will lead to the attainment of a technical degree
or a certification at an accredited Texas college or university throughout the duration of the scholarship.
Scholarships can be used for the attainment of an associate degree.
• Collegiate - Scholars must maintain a major that will lead to the attainment of a bachelor’s degree at an
accredited Texas college or university throughout the duration of the scholarship.
• Courageous Heart - Scholars must maintain a major that will lead to the attainment of a bachelor’s
degree, associate degree, or technical certification at an accredited Texas college or university
throughout the duration of the scholarship.
Depending on the scholarship awarded, there may be additional restrictions for scholars regarding
university/college and/or degree choice. Please see Appendix A to determine if your scholarship has additional
restrictions. Failure to comply with university/college and/or degree restrictions will result in forfeiture of
scholarship (see section 3.4). Any changes in university/college and/or degree must be reported to the
Foundation via the scholarship portal by the appropriate reporting deadline.
1.4 COMMUNITY OR JUNIOR COLLEGE REQUIREMENTS
Enrollment in a community or junior college is permissible for scholars awarded a 4-year scholarship.
Scholars must enroll in courses consistent with the pursuit of a 4 year degree. Enrollment is limited to four
semesters after which the scholar must transfer to a 4-year institution.
2 REPORTING POLICIES
2.1 SCHOLARSHIP PORTAL
Each scholar is required to maintain a current profile on the Texas 4-H Youth Development Scholarship
Portal. DO NOT setup multiples profiles. The same profile will be used each semester. This online portal will
also be
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where scholars will upload all necessary reporting documents (copies of transcripts, donor correspondence,
schedules, etc.). ALL DOCUMENTS MUST BE IN PDF FORMAT. Any items uploaded in a non-pdf format will be
rejected. Failure to provide this documentation or maintain your profile by the stated deadlines may result
in payment penalties, probation, and/or forfeiture of the scholarship (see sections 3.2, 3.3 & 3.4). You can
always find the link and access the scholarship portal by going to the Texas 4-H Foundation Scholarship
page. It is important to save the page link and your login information as you will use this portal each
semester.
2.2 CONTACT WITH DONORS
Scholars are required to correspond with donor(s) through a Progress Letter at least 2 times per year. A copy
of this correspondence must also be provided to the Foundation via the scholarship portal. A list of donors,
along with their mailing addresses, can be found at the end of this handbook. Failure to meet this
requirement may result in payment penalties, probation, and/or forfeiture of the scholarship (see sections
3.2, 3.3 & 3.4).
Progress Letters should include the following information:
• Year the scholarship was awarded
• School the scholar is attending
• Scholar’s classification
• Highlights and/or challenges of the most recent school semester
• Personal highlights or successes
• Any career goals or plans (for junior and senior college students)
Upon receipt of final payment, the scholar is asked to send a final thank you letter to their donor.
A scholar should NOT contact their donor concerning issues regarding scholarship payments or
distributions. The Foundation is the scholar’s ONLY point of contact for ALL questions and concerns
regarding scholarships.
2.3 TRANSCRIPTS
Scholars must provide the Foundation with copies of their grades each semester, and also upon conclusion
of the final semester of payment, in accordance with the following requirements:
• Fall and Summer Semesters - Grades must be uploaded into the scholarship portal in the form of an
“unofficial transcript.” It is acceptable for the transcript to be downloaded from an institution’s online
grade system. The transcript must include the scholar’s name and UIN.
• Spring Semesters - Grades must be uploaded into the scholarship portal in the form of an “unofficial
transcript.” It is acceptable for the transcript to be downloaded from an institution’s online grade
system. The transcript must include the scholar’s name and /or UIN.
The Foundation reserves the right to request (and receive) an official transcript at any time. The Foundation staff
is aware that on occasion final semester grades are not ready by our deadlines. When grades are not available by
the deadline, the scholar needs to upload what he or she has (progress letter, schedule, etc.) and include a note
that states grades have not been posted. In the event this occurs, your profile will be sent back to you after
review and you will be asked to upload your grades and resubmit at the earliest date possible. Scholars are
responsible for uploading their transcripts and grade reports to the Foundation regardless of their institution’s
policy on reporting grades to a scholarship donor. Failure to meet this requirement by the the specified
deadlines may result in payment penalties, probation, and/or forfeiture of the scholarship (see sections 3.2, 3.3
& 3.4).
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2.4 CLASS SCHEDULE
A class schedule, showing registration for at least 12 credit hours, must be uploaded into the scholarship
portal. The schedule must be from a university/college and contain the scholar’s name and UIN. Please note
that a graphic schedule or “week at a glance” version will not be accepted. The Foundation must be able to
verify the number of credit hours you are enrolled in. Failure to meet this requirement by the specified
deadlines may result in payment penalties, probation, and/or forfeiture of the scholarship.
3 NON-COMPLIANCE POLICIES
3.1 DISCIPLINARY ACTION
If a scholar fails to comply with any Foundation requirements, the Foundation will take disciplinary action.
Disciplinary action can include delay of payment, reduced payment, lack of payment, probation, suspension
of scholarship funding, and/or forfeiture of the scholarship. If all required paperwork is not uploaded or
postmarked by the deadline, payment penalties will be enforced.
• Notification of Disciplinary Action - Scholars subject to disciplinary action will be notified by certified
letter that will be sent to the last permanent address on file.
• Appeal Process - Scholars may appeal disciplinary action by submitting a letter to the
Foundation Scholarship Committee requesting a review of probationary status.
Appeals should be submitted to the Foundation via email by the appeal date stated in the notification of
disciplinary action. An appeal should be a formal letter written to the Scholarship Committee explaining
the situation and any other relevant information that a scholar believes should be considered. You
may also submit documentation to support your appeal such as a note from a physician to support an
appeal for medical reasons. Please note that appeals are only granted for extenuating circumstances.
3.2 PROBATION
A scholar will be placed on scholastic probation if he/she does not maintain the required semester grade
point average, does not maintain a minimum of 12 semester hours, and/or fails to report to the
Foundation by the deadline . If placed on probation, scholars will NOT receive scholarship payments.
Once the scholar is back in compliance (GPA meets the minimum criteria and scholar is enrolled in a
minimum of 12 hours) the missed payment can be awarded. The payment will be added to the end of the
scholarship period. In the event that the scholar will graduate before the added payment can be utilized,
they will be allowed to request double payment for their final semester (see section 4.5).
The number of probationary periods allotted is dependent on the associated disbursement schedule. For
scholarships that are paid out in 4 payments or less, only ONE probationary period will be allowed. If the
scholar is placed on probation for a second time, the scholarship will automatically be forfeited (see section
3.4). For scholarships that are paid out in 6 or more payments, TWO probationary periods will be allowed. If
the scholar is placed on probation for a third time, the scholarship will automatically be forfeited (see
section 3.4).
The Foundation does not acknowledge Q-drops or Freshman Grade Exclusions. Not all colleges and
universities allow such grade exclusions. The Foundation will recalculate the GPA/GPR to include
excluded grades. Q-dropping and grade exclusions can cause the scholar to drop below the required 12
credit hours, resulting in probation.
3.3 LATE REPORTING
Scholars are required to be punctual with the submission of all required information. It is the responsibility
of the scholar to upload all information to the scholarship portal, or to contact the Foundation prior to the
deadline. For those who do not meet the reporting deadlines, a penalty to the next semester’s payment will
be applied.
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The penalty schedule is as follows:
• 1st offense - $100 deducted from scholarship payment
• 2nd offense - $200 deducted from scholarship payment
• 3rd offense - Scholarship will be forfeited
3.4 FORFEITURE OF SCHOLARSHIP
Scholars who fail to comply with any scholarship policy or restrictions will be subject to forfeiture
of the scholarship. The Foundation reserves all rights under this policy, and all criminal remedies,
for any serious ethical violations, including the falsification of educational or eligibility information. All
disciplinary decisions will follow the guidelines (see section 3.1).
3.5 HOLD STATUS:
A hold may be granted upon a scholar’s request. Such actions are decided on a case-by-case basis by the
Foundation. Any request must be submitted via scholarship portal by the appropriate semester deadline .
Scholarship funds will not be held for more than one year (two semesters).
4 SCHOLARSHIP DISBURSEMENTS
4.1 DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS
Scholarship funds are sent directly to the Financial Aid Office of the college/university and will not be
disbursed directly to scholars for any reason. It is the sole responsibility of the scholar to inform the
Foundation of the any changes in the college/university attendance. If scholarship funds are returned
by the institution (for non-enrollment, etc.), the scholar will be placed on hold and future scholarship
funds will not be disbursed until the scholar gains the approval of the Foundation. Upon receipt of final
payment, the scholar is to send an official transcript to the Foundation and a final thank you letter to their
donor.
4.2 DUAL-ENROLLMENT
Scholars who intend to enroll at more than one institution for a semester (“dual-enrollment”) must notify
the Foundation via the additional information section at the bottom of the report in the scholarship
portal. However, scholarship funds will only be sent to one institution each semester. If you prefer funds to
go to one school over the other please specify in this section as well.
4.3 DISBURSEMENT TIME PERIOD
Payments will be mailed to each scholar’s college/university prior to the beginning of the semester if all
required information has been received by the Foundation. If required information is not received, the
college/university will not receive payment. Payments are typically mailed to the scholar’s
college/university during the following time frames.
• Fall Semester - August
• Spring Semester - January
• Summer Semester - June (IF APPROVED)
Scholarship payments are sent to the college/university with instructions that they be applied to the
scholar’s account. The Foundation disburses scholarship funds to the college/university and does NOT
control posting or disbursement of scholarship funds by the institution to the scholar’s account.
4.4 SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES
The Foundation understands that there will be special circumstances during the scholar’s coursework and
strives to accommodate the scholar when possible. Below are some of the special circumstances and
policies regarding these scenarios. Any request must be submitted via scholarship portal by the
appropriate reporting deadline. If the scholar encounters something they feel falls outside the policies
provided in this handbook they are encouraged to contact the Foundation for guidance.
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• Summer Semesters - Scholars may request scholarship funds for summer semesters. If the scholar is
enrolled in 9 or more hours, a full payment will be made to the college/university and the payment will be
counted against the total number of allotted payments. If the scholar is enrolled in less than 9 hours, only
half a payment will be made to the college/university and the remaining half will be applied to the last
eligible semester. Requests must be made by the spring reporting deadline. Upon approval, payment will
be sent to the college/university.
• Interim (Mini-mester) Semesters: Scholarship funds will NOT be provided for such semester sessions.
• Post-Baccalaureate: Scholars who complete their undergraduate course of study and have scholarship
funds remaining may be eligible to use these funds for post-Baccalaureate studies, graduate school, or a
professional degree program (medical school, law school, veterinary medicine, etc.), provided that the
scholar is still eligible and the institution is accredited and within the state of Texas. Scholars have one
calendar year from the time of completion of their undergraduate course of study and/or enrollment in
another program to utilize any remaining scholarship funds. These requests are reviewed on a case-by-case
basis and must be approved by the donor. If not utilized, the remaining funds will be forfeited.
• Exemption from Hour Requirements - The Foundation requires that scholars provide notice to the
Foundation if they are graduating seniors, participating in a university approved internship or co-op
program, or completing student teaching. These circumstances allow scholars exemption from the 12
semester hour minimum enrollment requirement. Documentation, such as a letter or email from an
advisor, must be provided via your scholarship portal by the appropriate deadline.
4.5 UNUSED PAYMENTS/EARLY GRADUATION
If a scholar is graduating early or has an extra payment at the end of their coursework due to a probation,
the scholar will be allowed to request an additional payment each semester up to one year prior to
graduation (for a total of two early payments, one each semester). Documentation, such as a letter
or email from an advisor, must be provided to receive double payment. Requests for double
payments must be made in writing to the Foundation via your scholarship portal upload by the
appropriate reporting deadline.
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APPENDIX A - SCHOLARSHIP RESTRICTIONS
Baccalaureate, Courageous Heart and Technical Scholarships
SCHOLARSHIP DONOR

SCHOLARSHIP RESTRICTION(S)

Fort Worth Stock Show Syndicate

Must major in Ag & Life Sciences

Marcus & Adriana Hill

Must attend Texas A&M University
Must major in Ag & Life Sciences

Mildred & Farland Powers Memorial

Must attend Texas A&M University
Must major in Ag & Life Sciences

Steve Jones Memorial

Must major in Ag & Life Sciences

Stiles Farms Foundation

Must attend Texas A&M University
Must major in Ag & Life Sciences

Texas Grain & Feed Association

Must major in Agriculture

Tom Sistrunk Memorial

Must attend Texas A&M University
Must major in Agriculture

Will Lookey Memorial

Must attend Texas A&M University

Collegiate Scholarships
SCHOLARSHIP DONOR

SCHOLARSHIP RESTRICTION(S)

Texas Grain & Feed Association

Must major in Agriculture

Texas Thoroughbred

Must major in Ag & Life Sciences

Volunteer Leaders Association of
Texas

GPA of 2.7 or greater
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APPENDIX B - REPORTING SCHEDULE
A reminder will be sent out at the end of each semester remind scholars that reporting is open and needs to be
completed.
Deadlines dates are the same for each year.

Fall Reporting Deadline: December 31st
Spring Reporting Deadline: May 31st
You may report late by the 15th of the following month (from original deadline) but please be advised, you will incur
a late fee.
If you do not report by the 15th of the month following the deadline, you will be placed on probation for that semester.
You will need the following items each time you report:
School Information
Schedule for the upcoming semester
Unofficial Transcript showing your final grades for the current semester
Copy of donor progress letter
Any special request back up documents - i.e. letter from advisor, etc.
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APPENDIX C - DONOR CONTACT INFORMATION
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APPENDIX D - SCHOLARSHIP DISBURSEMENT SCHEDULE

SCHOLARSHIP AMOUNT

NUMBER OF PAYMENTS

PAYMENT AMOUNT

$10,000

8

$1,250/semester

$5,000

4

$1,250/semester

$4,500

4

$1,125/semester

$4,000

4

$1,000/semester

$3,090

4

$772.50/semester

$3,000

4

$750/semester
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APPENDIX E - TIPS FOR SUCCESS
• Read your handbook.
Many of the questions we receive are clearly outlined in the handbook. If you should lose your handbook, it
is also located on our website under Scholarship Resources.
• Contact the Foundation if needed.
The Texas 4-H Foundation staff is here to help you. We are available to answer questions and provide
clarification.
• Make sure you know and meet the deadlines to report.
The due dates are clearly stated in this handbook. Vacations are not valid excuses for late reporting, so
please take care of your scholarship before you depart. If your information is not received by the deadline,
you will be penalized.
• Be patient.
Please understand that we have hundreds of packets of scholar information to go through and will mail
checks as soon as we process all scholar paperwork.
• Remember that this is your responsibility.
We prefer that all questions and concerns regarding your 4-H Scholarship come directly from you, the
scholar.
• If you graduate early you can still use your money.
If you graduate early, you are eligible to use the remainder on graduate school, med school, law school, vet
school, etc. You must contact the Foundation to let us know that is what you plan to do. If you graduate
early and do not go to graduate school, you may request a double payment up to two semesters before you
graduate.
• Keep your profile updated with current information.
It is your responsibility to update the Foundation with any changes to phone numbers, addresses, or emails.
This is crucial since we may need to contact you about an issue with your scholarship.
• Use our suggestions for donor letters.
Type all letters to donors in a standard font on standard or professional paper.
Use the donor’s correct title and proper name in your salutation.
The letter should be about a one typed page to two typed pages in length.
PROOFREAD your letter.
Always include:
Year scholarship was awarded.
School attending.
Classification (freshman, etc.).
For your initial thank you letter include:
Follow the suggestions for all letters.
Identify yourself as having just been awarded a scholarship.
Tell something of your general interest, why you decided to attend your particular school,
your selection of a major and your work or professional inclinations after school.
Specifically express your appreciation for the scholarship.
For all progress letters:
Follow the suggestions for all letters.
Tell about what you have been doing the past semester. The donors want to hear about your life
and your college experience. A few topics most letters include are:
How courses are suggesting new interests?
Why grades in a course are particularly high or low?
Ways you have changed as a result of your experiences in college.
What extracurricular activities you are involved in and what you do with them?
If you are working: where at and what you do?
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